
Advent Devotionals

ADVENT THE SEASON OF ANTICIPATION

Advent is the season of anticipation. We look forward to celebrating the greatest gift of all time, God’s giving of His 
one and only Son to humanity. We also look forward to Christ’s return when he will consummate His kingdom and 
bring His people to their eternal rest and celebration.

I am particularly excited for the advent season this year. What better time to focus our minds and hearts on the 
love and hope that can only be found in Christ Jesus. I’m also excited because Effort has come together to provide 
incredible devotions to guide our journey to Christmas.

Every day during this advent season, one of our own has put together a devotion to guide you into the presence 
of Christ. Take some time each day. Quiet your thoughts and allow these words to lead you into a place of growth, 
encouragement, and peace. After you read, spend some time in prayer. Ask the Lord what is it that He wants to say 
to you and how does He want you to respond?

We hope that these devotions enrich your journey to Christmas.

Grace & Peace,

Ben Jamison,
Senior Pastor
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Advent Devotionals

The word “Advent” comes from the Latin word adventus, meaning “coming.”  Advent there-
fore is associated with a sense of expectation and anticipation. Although it has come to be 
associated with Christmas, it was originally about the second coming of Christ, a future 
event that Christians eagerly await.

The dictionary defines the word advent as relating to any notable person, thing, or event.  
An example might be the “Advent of Television.”  For Christians, it has a special meaning 
referring that relates to the most “notable person” who ever lived: Jesus Christ.  And there 
is no need for us to anticipate his birth, because it already happened about 2,000 years 
ago.

Since advent refers to expectation, let us think for a moment about the Second Coming 
of Christ, the greatest event in the history of mankind.  If you have wondered where you 
might be on that day, wonder no more.  As a believer, you will be with Him as part of this 
great throng of people ascending on planet earth.  The book of 1 Thessalonians puts it this 
way: 

For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until 
the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. For the Lord 
Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with 
the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and re-
main shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And 
thus we shall always be with the Lord.  Therefore comfort one another with these words.

May the Lord bless us and help us to be a blessing to others as we serve Him.  

ADVENT: AN INTRODUCTION By,
Ron Switzer

Sunday, November 29
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Advent DevotionalsMonday, November 30

Have you ever walked around in the dark?  
Maybe it was stumbling to the bathroom in the 
middle of the night, or walking up to a house 
when there was no porch light to greet you.  
It can be really disconcerting, and even a bit 
frightening.  All you need is a tiny bit of light, 
and a task that could have thrown you off bal-
ance is suddenly made clear. 

God’s people had been waiting for a sign for 
400 years.  In the time between Malachi and 
Matthew, the heavens seemed closed.  No 
prophets spoke the word of the Lord, and God 
seemed silent and far away to the people of Is-
rael.  Worse than physical darkness, the spiritu-
al darkness covering the land would have been 
palpable. 

Then, one ordinary night in the village of Beth-
lehem, Jesus was born.  The light had arrived.  
Advent. 

The hope, joy and peace that he brought the 
people would have been like a healing balm for 
their hearts, a lighthouse for their souls.  After 
the silence and the darkness, God stepped into 

the world and spoke into their hearts. 

We too live in a land of deep darkness.  Not 
the physical kind, but the spiritual and emo-
tional darkness that seem to hover over our 
world and even in our hearts.  What we need 
is something to illuminate our path, to show us 
the way out of the dark.  Jesus is that light.  He 
is the one that lights our path and shows us the 
way.  Without him, we surely will stumble and 
fall. 

You have enlarged the nation and 
increased their joy... For to us a 

child is born, to us a son is given, 
and the government will be on his 

shoulders. And he will be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  

                                   Isaiah 9:3a, 6

With Jesus’ arrival, God had spoken.  He sent 
the light into the world for all to see.  

May the light of Christ illuminate your heart 
this advent season.  Hallelujah!

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living 
in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned.  Isaiah 9:2

ARRIVAL OF THE LIGHT
Advent (noun) - a coming into place, view or being;  Arrival 

By,
Cari Brown
Effort School Board
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Tuesday, December 1 Advent Devotionals

His words shocked our small community, believers and 
unbelievers alike.   How can he say God is good after 
all the pain he and his family have been suffered?  He 
must still be in shock, some said and others thought 
he had to say it because it was what religious people 
should say.

It had been about eighteen months since the passing 
of their precious little girl.  She fought hard for three 
years against the cancer that was determined to snuff 
her life and light out.  We all fought hard;  through 
prayers, fasting and believing that God would heal 
her.  The family traveled the world to find a cure in 
the medical field but there was none.  Their hope 
was in God but He chose not to heal their cherished 
child.  Their hearts were not only broken but stunned.  
Hadn’t they given up everything to follow Christ?  A 
million dollar business, reputation, a life of travel and 
leisure and now God takes their child? 

Their hearts turned bitter with rage.  They wanted to 
know why.  Why did You have to take our daughter?  
Why couldn’t You take someone else’s child, like 
someone who couldn’t care less about You?  They felt 
so alone and people’s attempts at comfort fell flat.  No 
one can comfort this pain.  The more they asked why, 
the more  bitter they became.

Mary knew of the pain they suffered.  She too, had to 
endure the  horror of watching her precious Son die a 

horrendous death.  But we know why Jesus died.  

Sometimes our pain can block our trust in God when 
He allows something to happen in our lives that we do 
not understand and that we actually hate.  And so we 
ask “Why?”.  It wasn’t until they chose to stop asking 
“why” that their hearts were comforted and began to 
heal.  There was not an answer good enough anyway.  
As they turned to God for comfort instead of blaming 
Him, their bitterness turned to joy.  Not joy that their 
child was gone but that God was for them and loved 
them and was with them through the suffering.  They 
know they will be with their child again one day 
because of the Cross so they choose to focus on that 
now.   

Jesus suffered, Mary suffered and we as His followers 
will suffer.  The difference between us and those who 
do not walk with Jesus, is that we have a Savior who 
sustains us as He leads us through the pain.   He goes 
through the valley with us, never leaving our side.  We 
are co-heirs with Christ.  If He who had no sin suffered 
unjustly, we need to be prepared with the same 
attitude that we will too.  We live in a fallen world but 
one day our Redeemer will make all things right.

I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection 
and the fellowship of sharing in His sufferings, 
becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow, to 
attain to the resurrection from the dead.  Phil 3:10,11

Then Jesus began to tell them that the Son of Man must suffer many terrible things 

and be rejected by the elders, the leading priests, and the teachers of religious law. 

He would be killed, but three days later he would rise from the dead. Mark 8:31 

SUFFERING 
By,
Pam Rohr
Deacon
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Advent DevotionalsWednesday, December 2

Throughout scripture we are told that God draws 
close to us.   He revealed himself in the Old Testa-
ment when He spoke through the prophets and an-
gels, when He spoke to Moses through the burning 
bush, and again to the Israelites through a pillar of 
cloud and a pillar of fire. In the New Testament God 
meets us through His son, Jesus, and places his Spir-
it inside us.  It was always God’s plan to be with his 
people.

Emmanuel is more than a name, He came to redeem 
us and to shine His love as a light in this sinful world. 
From the best day of our life to the most heartbreak-
ing and overwhelming day of our life and every day 
in between we are never alone.  Jesus came to be 
with us in a real and personal way.
 
From a young girl I knew of God and I knew to call 
upon Him in prayer. As I look back on my life I can 
see the many times He was with me even when I did 
not realize it. My own realization that he was with me 
in a real and personal way did not come until later 
in life.  One particular day I was overwhelmed with 
cares and so many responsibilities. I felt so alone 
and hopeless with all my burdens that I decided to 
take a long walk in the woods.  I prayed to God for 
help.  I was new in my faith journey and was not fa-
miliar with many scriptures. As I walked that day the 

words “Isaiah 41:10” kept coming through my mind.  I 
thought to myself, I wonder what that scripture says.  
As I walked and talked with God through the woods 
I heard “Isaiah 41:10” several more times”. It was not 
an audible voice but a still small voice speaking to 
me.  When I got back home from the walk I opened 
my Bible to Isaiah 41:10.  At that moment I knew that 
I knew that God was with me and that He had com-
forted me personally with his own Word.

My hope and the hope of the world was born in a 
baby called Immanuel.

Thank you God for the redemption, love, peace, hope 
and joy that Jesus’s birth brought  to this world.

Don’t panic. I’m with you. There’s no need to fear for 
I’m your God. I’ll give you strength. I’ll help you. I’ll 
hold you steady, keep a firm grip on you.  

- Isaiah 41:10 (MSG)

 The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel”

 (which means “God with us”). – Matthew 1:23 (NIV)

IMMANUEL: GOD IS WITH US 
By,
Deb Hall
Discipleship Coordinator/Deacon
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Thursday, December 3 Advent Devotionals

The Apostle John never refers to himself by his 
own name in his Gospel account, instead call-
ing himself “the disciple whom Jesus loved”.  He 
uses this phrase to describe himself in at least 
four verses (John 13:23; 20:2; 21:7, 20).  I have 
to admit, I had always found this language a 
little bothersome.  It seemed to me that John 
was being prideful, that he was bragging that he 
was the one disciple above all the rest that was 
loved by Jesus.

That actually wouldn’t be out of character for 
John.  We know him now as the “disciple of love”, 
but John wasn’t always that way.  Among other 
things, this is the man that begged Jesus to let 
him and his brother James call down fire from 
heaven on a Samaritan village for refusing to 
provide hospitality to Jesus.  The man that saw 
Jesus transfigured on the mountaintop with Mo-
ses and Elijah and later argued with his friends 
about who among them was the greatest, likely 
because he’d been there with Jesus when it hap-
pened.  The man who rebuked another follower 
of Jesus for casting out demons in Jesus’ name 
because he wasn’t part of their group of twelve.  
The man who, along with his brother, enlist-
ed his mother to petition Jesus to let him and 
James have the best seats in the house in Jesus’ 
kingdom.   John had a temper.  He was prideful.  
He was intolerant.  He was ambitious to a fault.  
Remember, he did all of these things while he 

was living his life daily with Jesus.  What kind of 
person has the nerve to call himself the disciple 
whom Jesus loved after all that?
But that’s exactly John’s point here.  John wasn’t 
elevating his own position by bestowing himself 
with this title.  John referred to himself this way 
because he was simply in awe that Jesus could 
love a man like him.

I look at my life and I can identify with John.  I 
have a temper.  I’ve never asked Jesus to be able 
to rain down fire on my enemies, but you can 
be certain I thought about it.  I’ve been intol-
erant of others for a multitude of reasons.  I’ve 
had unhealthy pride in my position and accom-
plishments.  I’ve let my ambition come before 
my relationship with others.  And all the while, 
Jesus loved me right here, right now, just as I am.  
I am also the disciple whom Jesus loved.

And you are too.

Maybe you feel like you’ve done horrible things 
in your life.  Things that make you feel like 
you’re unlovable to God.  That there’s no way 
Jesus could ever love someone like you.  Well, 
John is here to tell you that you’re just plain 
wrong about that.  Jesus loves you right here, 
right now, just the way you are.  And he’s excited 
to show you the person you can become while 
walking with him.

 ”One of them, the disciple whom Jesus loved...” – John 13:23

THE DISCIPLE WHOM JESUS LOVED
By,
Karl Houseknecht
Worship Team/Deacon/Online Pastor
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Advent DevotionalsFriday, December 4

The Word 
became flesh 
and made His 
dwelling among 
us. We have 
seen His glory, 
the glory of the 
one and only 
Son from the 
Father, full of 
grace and truth.  

John 1:14

By,
Linda BernickSPEAK JESUS SPEAK LIFE 

I remember when it first dawned on me. As a young Christian in my teens, I was absolutely 
engrossed in reading God’s word to learn more about Him. One day, as I was reading about 
Abraham and his son, Isaac, the words leapt off the page and became the reality about the 
Father sacrificing His only Son. Wow! I began to realize that Jesus is written about in every 
book of the Bible.

So, in a real sense, the “Word of God” became flesh. One of my favorite Christian artists ex-
presses it this way:

You and me we use so very many clumsy words.
The noise of what we often say is not worth being heard.

When the Father’s wisdom wanted to communicate His love,
He spoke it in one final perfect Word.

He spoke the incarnation, and then so was born a Son.
His final word was Jesus, He needed no other one.

Spoke flesh and blood so He could bleed and make a way Divine.
And so was born a baby who would die to make it mine.

And so the Father’s fondest thought became flesh and blood.
He spoke the living luminous word, at once His will was done.

And so the transformation that in man had been unheard,
Took place in God the Father as he spoke that final Word.

And so the Light became alive and manna became Man.
Eternity stepped into time so we could understand.

~Michael Card

Speak the Word. Speak the glory, grace and truth of God. Speak Jesus. Speak life.
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Advent DevotionalsSaturday, December 5

“Bring on the Rain” is one of my favorite songs by Mercy Me, I remember one day during my wor-
ship time just singing away, and then I stopped….. “Bring on the Rain” WHAT? WAIT A MINUTE! 
What was I asking God to do? Did I really want Him to “Bring on the Rain”? My life has been filled 
with so much “Rain” already why would I ask for more? Then I heard a gentle whisper sing it again, 
so I did, really listening to the words…

“I can count a million times people asking me, how I can praise You with all that I’ve gone through. 
The question just amazes me, can circumstances possibly change who I forever am in You? Maybe, 
since my life was changed long before these rainy days it’s never really ever crossed my mind to 
turn my back on you oh Lord, my only shelter from the storm, but instead I draw closer through 
these times. So I pray.”

So, I prayed! Through my prayers I realized, how I handle the rain is what is important. My relation-
ship with God is what has and will always help me get through the rainy days! 

God has prepared a special place for me during the rainy days of my life, that special place is in HIS 
shelter.  Sometimes in the midst of the storm and rain I forget all I need to do is cry out to Him, He 
is always there, always waiting to shelter me from the rain!

So if you find yourself in the midst of the storm and rain seek the shelter that only He can provide. 

ISAIAH 4:6
It will be a shelter and shade from the heat of the day, and a 
refuge and hiding place from the storm and rain.

SHELTER FROM THE 
STORM AND RAIN

By,
Tami Bourne
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Advent DevotionalsSunday, December 6

There’s a common myth in Christianity that if you 
just love Jesus enough or follow him enough or do X, 
Y, and Z enough you’ll be happy and your problems 
will melt away. Because, Jesus! Just focus more on 
Jesus! And if that hasn’t happened yet, well Jesus is 
perfect so if it isn’t him it must be... you. You’re not 
doing enough. You’re not loving him enough. You’re 
at fault. You’re why this life isn’t working. Well I say 
“Bulldukey!” on that. 

Should you focus on Jesus? Yes. Should you do as 
he asks? Yes. Will he help you and make life better? 
Absolutely. But he never promised life would be 
easy. He never said follow me and you’ll get every-
thing you want like a country song backwards. In 
fact, in John 16:33 in the Amplified version he says 
[emphasis added]:

“I have told you these things, so that in Me you may 
have [perfect] peace. In the world you have trib-
ulation and distress and suffering, but be coura-
geous [be confident, be undaunted, be filled with 
joy]; I have overcome the world.” [My conquest is 
accomplished, My victory abiding.]”
John 16:33 (AMP)

“Have” I.e. present tense. And he tells us not to sit 
back and enjoy life, but to be courageous/confi-
dent/undaunted in the face of tribulation, distress, 
and suffering. That’s active. 

The problem isn’t you, my friend, and the problem 
isn’t Jesus either. The problem is the equation in 
your head (and mine) that says you + Jesus = easy 
life. We’ve substituted “easy life” for “perfect peace”. 
The actual equation is you + Jesus = better life. Bet-
ter and easy are not equivalent. Healthy exercise 
isn’t easy exercise. Healthy exercise pushes you and 
makes you work up a sweat. It’s hard and uncom-
fortable and sometimes even painful, but it leads 
to a better life.

This “easy life” myth we’ve believed is nowhere 
more salient or frustrating or debilitating than at 
Christmas when we’re “supposed” to be happy. 
So this Christmas season I challenge you to let the 
guilt over the stink in your life drop away. It’s not 
you who’s the problem; it’s your unexamined ex-
pectations.

JESUS IS THE REASON FOR 
THE SEASON SO WHY DOES 
MY LIFE STINK RIGHT NOW?

By,
John Rhea
Council Member
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I do not like surprises.  Even as a kid, I would 
try to find my Christmas or birthday presents 
before those days occurred so I would know in 
advance what was going to happen.  As an adult, 
I must admit that I still want to know before 
those special days.  I like knowing what is going 
to happen and what to expect each day.  In real-
ity though, I don’t know.  

No one knows what is going to happen each day.  
No one predicted what would happen this year.  
This has been an especially tough year for ev-
eryone in this entire world.  At times, it can seem 
hopeless.  When the pandemic hit our country 
and everything shut down, it was very scary.  Of 
course, I tried to control the situation by trying 
to plan out every scenario of what could possi-
bly happen.  As you may suspect, none of what 
I thought about actually happened.  Life is go-
ing on and adjustments are being made to dai-
ly lives.  I have been fortunate to not get this 
horrible sickness but I do have friends that have 
gotten it. 

If I am completely honest with myself, my life 
has not ever turned out the way I thought it 
would.  I thank God that it hasn’t.  My life has 
turned out much better than I could have 

planned.  There have been hard times but those 
helped me to be the Christian that I am today.  If 
I look back on my life and think about the times 
of anxiety, I realize that I am better for those 
times.  Only God can take your life and make it 
even better than it was.  When I try to control 
situations, I feel more anxiety.  

When I remember Matthew 6:34 and realize 
that I am not in control, I feel less anxiety.  I try 
to focus on what is going right today instead 
of the few small things that have gone wrong.  
This is easier on some days than others but if I 
make it a habit every day, then it helps relieve 
the stress.  Praying to God and asking him to 
take control of the situation is not as easy as 
it sounds.  I believe that what really happens 
when we do that is that God shows us that he 
has always been in control and there is no real 
reason to worry.  

When I need comfort, I remember my life verse 
Joshua 1:9, “Have I not commanded you?  Be 
strong and courageous.  Do not be afraid; do 
not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will 
be with you wherever you go.

 “Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself.  Each 

day has enough trouble of its own.”  Matthew 6:34

GOD IS IN CONTROL
By,
Julie Haynes
Finance Manager

Monday, December 7
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Advent DevotionalsTuesday, December 8

Have you ever found yourself heavily burdened and in deep despair?  Maybe you are 
carrying the heavy burden of sin or you are experiencing excessive demands and feeling 
oppressed.  Perhaps you are feeling weary in your search for God or maybe you are feel-
ing persecuted.  In our human nature, we can sometimes withdraw and wallow in self-
pity, feeling overwhelmed and ill-equipped to deal with the burdens of this world.  As we 
prepare for the celebration of the Nativity of Jesus at Christmas and the return of Jesus 
at the Second Coming, let us receive His peace.  

When Jesus learned of John the Baptist’s death, he departed by boat to a deserted place 
by Himself to grieve.  But, he returned to ministry with compassion!  Sometimes we need 
to pause and deal with our grief.  We must realize that we are never alone, though, and 
that Jesus is grieving with us.  He has compassion for us.  And, He calls us to have com-
passion for each other.  When He returned to ministry and was met with more than five 
thousand hungry followers, He provided for their needs.  He does the same for us: pro-
vides us bread for our spirits and flesh.  And, He loves us so much that He uses us to be His 
hands and feet to share in the blessing of helping others.  Can you imagine the looks on 
the disciples faces when they witnessed Jesus feed more than five thousand people with 
five loaves and two fish?  I wonder if their initial shock was followed by deep feelings of 
joy?  I think so!    

We each have a different course in life and are called for a purpose.  Focus on the One 
who gives you supernatural peace that surpasses all understanding.  Then, go!  God has 
equipped you for your special calling, and He will give you rest for your soul when you 
come to Him.  Faith requires action.  It is an exercise of steps.  The first step requires only 
a mustard seed!  Thank You, Lord!

 “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.  I do not give to you as the world gives.  Do 

not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.”  John 14:27

LET US RECEIVE PEACE By,
Amy Keithley
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Advent DevotionalsWednesday, December 9

This is a very well known and referenced verse; pointed 
to in many sermons and discussions. As many times as I 
have listened to it and thought I had a deep understand-
ing, I came to the realization that I wasn’t even scratching 
the surface of its true meaning to me in my Christian life.

There have been commentaries that offer analogies that 
you have to be part of the plant for life, not only intwined 
in the vine. Those branches that are wrapped in the vine 
but not part of the plant will not bear fruit because they 
lack the nourishment from the plant 

Attending Church, having fellowship, and believing are 
the  activities of our faith are just part of the “intwined”  
portion of Christianity; but unless there is a strong rela-
tionship and devotion to Christ you are still not bearing 
fruit. 

I learned this firsthand more than three years ago when 
I finally decided to fully invest into the life of Jesus and 

leave mine behind. Upon doing so I found a nourishment 
and an abundance I have never known in my “Christian” 
life. Yes, I believed and went through the motions, cooked, 
played in praise bands, and participated in church activ-
ities but was not bearing fruit and couldn’t understand 
why others appeared to be happy, and didn’t have prob-
lems as I did. This continually occurred because I was not 
planting anything to grow,  so how can I reap if there is 
nothing planted; and therefore, my life baren like dead 
wood (John 15:2) and being cut off from the abundant life 
offered to me that I ignored because of fear of letting go 
to God . . .Hmm, I was afraid to trust God?

When I reached my breaking point as a man, I made the 
decision to rely on Christ my Savior, trust in him and yield 
to his will. On that day I began to grow in faith and trust, 
the way Christ spoke of in this passage. I was no longer go-
ing through the motions of Christianity but living a Chris-
tocentric life and bearing the fruit I often read about but 

never experienced. 

THE VINE & THE BRANCHES
By,
Joseph Battito
Worship Team

I am the Vine, you are the 
branches. When you’re joined 
with me and I with you, the re-
lation intimate and organic, the 
harvest is sure to be abundant. 
Separated, you can’t produce 
a thing. Anyone who separates 
from me is deadwood, gathered 
up and thrown on the bonfire. 
But if you make yourselves at 
home with me and my words 
are at home in you, you can be 
sure that whatever you ask will 
be listened to and acted upon. 
This is how my Father shows 
who he is—when you produce 
grapes, when you mature as my 
disciples.  John 15:5-8

THE BOTTOM LINE
“By relying on Christ to nourish my soul there is a satisfaction that I have 
never experienced, an abundance never imagined and a peace within for 
the first time ever. I know he hears me, provides for me and cares for me 
because I am now part of him, part of the Vine.” - Joe Battito
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Advent DevotionalsThursday, December 10

Three years ago, right before Christmas, I experienced one of the most difficult times 
of my life.  Unknowingly, a tumor had been forming in my bladder, and it would result 
in significant bleeding, repeated hospital visits, and an eventual diagnosis of cancer. 
 
This was, of course, quite a shock to me mentally and physically.  It was not an easy 
time!  So, Christmas, 2017 was different than any Christmas I had had up until that 
time.  Or since.
 
Let me be clear --- it was not because of the Good News of Christmas!  That is never 
changing!  And greatly comforting in all circumstances!  But, honestly, I was still 
struggling with a physical burden and faith in God to bring complete healing --- and 
it would be some time before I could say that the situation was under control.  But 
Christ’s presence during the walk of faith to healing was crucial for me!  And it was a 
joy and privilege to be in His care during this healing time! 
 
The birth of Jesus Christ that we celebrate joyfully each December reminds us of God’s 
faithfulness and constancy, the fulfillment of His promise of the coming of a Savior, 
the Advent.  Even during struggles and issues in life, He doesn’t change!  And during 
our walks in the valley, His presence is there, and He, the One whose birth we celebrate, 
carries us when we cannot walk any further. 
Christ has brought us close to the Father, and we are comforted and consoled by Him.  
His Advent makes all the difference in our lives! 

A WALK OF FAITH By,
Craig Bernick
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Advent DevotionalsFriday, December 11

Why did Jesus lay down all the comforts, safety and 
glory of Heaven to be born into discomfort, help-
lessness, and obscurity? 

Why did He live as a human, in a time without hot 
showers, no paved roads, no automobiles, no air 
conditioning? It wasn’t so that He could take a sel-
fie in His suffering for all His followers to congrat-
ulate Him, or to have His parables and teachings 
retweeted.

Yes, He came to die. Yes, He came to rise again. Yes, 
He came to defeat death and the grave. And, Yes, He 
came to ascend to His throne in victory over Hell. 

But hear me, He came for Pentecost! He said it was 
better that He left, so Holy Spirit could come in full-
ness. Jesus came to show us what it looks like to live 
a fully possessed life. Fully possessed by Holy Spirit. 
Holy Spirit is God. Holy Spirit is worthy of worship, 

adoration, love, and awe. All of scripture points to 
the beautiful truth that God desires to dwell with 
us. We are the temple. He promised to put His Spir-
it in us; to write His laws on our hearts. Our very 
beings are intended to be gates swung open wide 
bringing the reality of Heaven to earth. 

The Good News the shepherds and magi were seek-
ing in Jesus, Emmanuel, is that God Himself is with 
us! God put on flesh and dwelled among us in the 
Person of Jesus. God Himself still puts on flesh 
and dwells among us today by filling His children. 
Holy Spirit will possess you. His glory will fill the 
temple (you and me), if we let Him. All the resourc-
es of Heaven are available to you and me. All the 
wisdom, truth, peace and power available to Jesus 
Christ in human form is available to us when we are 
willing to receive.

WHY DID HE COME?
By,
Jenny Cassell Faulknier
Prayer Team/Online Pastor

Then I will sprinkle clean water 
on you, and you will be clean. 
Your filth will be washed away, 
and you will no longer worship 
idols. And I will give you a new 
heart, and I will put a new spirit 
in you. I will take out your stony, 
stubborn heart and give you a 
tender, responsive heart. And 
I will put my Spirit in you so 
that you will follow my decrees 
and be careful to obey my 
regulations. 

Ezekiel 36:25-27 (NLT)

THE BOTTOM LINE
How can we expect anyone to follow Jesus if we do not also expect His followers to receive Holy Spirit as 

He did? Imagine His will done on earth just as it is in Heaven. Imagine His Kingdom come. Imagine being 

led away from temptation and seeing deliverance from evil. Imagine walking in a state of forgiveness, and 

satisfaction, as we hallow His name. This is the Gospel, the Good News. God with us. God in us…
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I think most would agree that 2020 has been quite the challenging year that we will cer-
tainly remember for a very long time.  I feel like so many around me are tired and weary, 
and ready to give up on believing this pandemic will ever come to an end. Even in the 
midst of the chaos and feeling like I am on edge myself, I pray and wait and am filled with 
HOPE that everything is going to be okay.

As Psalm 61:1-2a reveals, when King David faced trying times, he acknowledged his long-
ing for the One who holds all things together. (Colossians 1:17). God never promised us an 
easy life, and we need to give up the control that we so desperately want to have over all 
that is going on in 2020 and seek Him. Our worst days, weeks, months, or even years can 
bring us to our knees to call upon the One who brings us HOPE. This year has been an 
extraordinary year for us to pray more than ever and continue relying on our Savior. We 
can trust and believe that God is still right here with us every step of the way.

Instead of counting down these last days of 2020 as quickly as we can, let’s spend each 
day of Advent preparing our hearts for the celebration of the birth of Jesus. This pan-
demic may not end any time soon, but as we wait on God and put our hope in Him, we 
will find that He is indeed more than enough. God is working out all things for our good 
and His glory.

Pray! And Wait!

 “Hear me, O God, when I cry; listen to my prayer. You are the One I will call when 

pushed to the edge, when my heart is faint.” - Psalm 61:1-2a

PRAY AND WAIT By,
Kathy Sandridge
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Take a moment to look back over your life. Can you think of a person, who just by being 
there, made a dramatic impact on your life? Or maybe you could even say you don’t know 
where you would be without that person? Whether they were a part of your life for a short 
time or a long time, you know your time with them had a purpose.

All throughout history, both our own history and biblical history, we see moments in time 
where God has placed certain people, in certain places, for a specific purpose. Some God 
placed in a position to free his people, some to save his people, and one to do the grunt 
work of carrying Jesus’ cross. Some people God placed in a circle of friends to be a voice of 
reason, some he placed in a difficult work environment to be an encouragement to others, 
some he placed in line behind you at the grocery store, and at least one, he placed in your 
life to be the answer to the question above. 

No one would doubt that Jesus was born on purpose and for a purpose. But it’s not as easy 
to believe the same about yourself; that God has created you, placed you, and is using you 
for a purpose. Maybe your purpose is to mentor a hurting teenager, maybe it is to model 
patience and extend grace to those around you, or maybe it is to leave a little extra on the 
tip for the exhausted waitress. It may be hard to imagine yourself having an impact on 
those around you, but wherever you find yourself today, whatever season of life, whatever 
position you hold, may you remember that God has placed you there for a time such as this.

A TIME SUCH AS THIS By,
Rachel Besecker

And who knows 
but that you have 
come to royal 
position for such a 
time as this.

Esther 4:14
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Around Christmas, we often think about our Lord’s humble entry into this world. In those first 
moments here on Earth in flesh, God set the stage for our Savior to begin a life characterized by 
humble service. Without wavering, humility circulated through the veins of Christ, even through 
His final moments when those veins spilled His grace on all of us.

This year has challenged all of us. We have been called on numerous occasions to put aside our 
wants and desires, and in some cases, even our needs. The tendency, after an extended time of 
sacrifice, is to turn inward and start looking out for our own selfish desires.
Paul, in his letter to Philippi, encourages us, like the Philippians, to counter these tendencies 
through a call to emulate Christ’s humility. To “value others above yourselves, not looking to your 
own interests but each of you to the interests of the other.” He goes on to express that even if he 
were “being poured out like a drink offering” in the service of the Lord, that he could rejoice and 
be glad. That is a difficult challenge, but it is the model that Christ gave to us.

How are you rejoicing in the service of the Lord this season? May we all model Christ’s humility 
today and always.

PHILIPPIANS 2:1-4

Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from 
his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then make 
my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one 
mind. Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others 
above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the 
others.

HUMILITY OF CHRIST
By,
Rob Jones
Council Chair
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I don’t know about you, but sometimes I can get really overwhelmed by the state of the 
world. Whether it be the things on my checklist or international news, the chaos can seem 
like a lot. In those moments, I feel like I’m stuck in a box. With all the stuff that has been 
going on recently, those moments have had lots of opportunities to sneak in. I used to not 
be able to control them. However, early this year when my world flipped upside down, 
I had to come to terms with life and figure out a way to counteract the stresses of the 
world. Finally, after a few months of thought and prayer, it came to me. 

When I start to feel stressed, I have to make the conscious choice to look for little bits of 
joy around me. Sometimes that takes prayer, sometimes that takes just sitting in quiet. 
The Lord has also shown me activities that I never would have thought I would enjoy. 
These new pastimes help to counteract the stress. I’ve found that singing and dancing 
really raise my spirit. I never would have come to that conclusion on my own. I’m not 
a person who would go to music naturally, but over the course of the year music and 
dancing have become my little bits of joy. When I feel stressed, over math or over world 
events, I say a little prayer, ask the Lord to help me find joy, go downstairs, turn on some 
music, and have an impromptu dance party. 

Joy is everywhere around you even in the places you never would have suspected. This 
Christmas season choose to look for joy. You’ll find it.

PSALM 33:3
“Sing a new song of praise to him; play skillfully on the harp, and sing with joy.”

LITTLE BITS OF JOY By,
Reagan Jones
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The Lord is meant to guide us and lead us on the path that He has intended 
for us. Yet most of the time we let the things of the world and our own stub-
bornness cast a shadow over the light he provides to guide us.

We let doubt and pride divert us from the things that God has intended for 
us, away from a full Christian life where we can us the gifts God has given 
us for his glory.

When we let his light shepared us we end up on paths like Kind David or 
Paul. Leading lives they had never imagined for themselves but doing what 
God always had planned for them.

In our own lives we do not have the foresight to see what is to come, but 
God does. So we must try in all seasons of our lives to let him have control 
so that we can be graced with his glory and love.

So as we come upon the Christmas season and the end of 2020, a hard year 
for everyone. Make sure to let God fully into your life so that He can show 
you all the wonderful things He has in store for you.

 “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” - Psalm 119:105

A LAMP TO OUR FEET
By,
Sadie Conner
Youth Intern
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Can you imagine what it would be like to have 
total harmony within a community? It may 
sound impossible to the harried 21st century 
church member. How often do you find your-
self angry and frustrated with your neighbors 
or family members, overwhelmed by the needs 
in your community, or dissatisfied with the way 
your own life is going? But these wonderful 
verses paint an amazing picture – an entire com-
munity of believers living, sharing, worshiping, 
and praying together in perfect harmony! What 
community today could make that claim? And 
what was the secret of their success?

I believe focus is the key to harmony. They de-
voted themselves to the apostles’ teaching – fo-
cused on the life and ministry of Jesus. They 
were devoted to fellowship and sharing – fo-
cused on others. Finally, they were devoted to 

prayer – focused on God. Because they were not 
focused on self but on the truth of God’s love 
expressed through Jesus, God’s blessings flowed 
freely without obstacles.

We can also see the fruit of their focus. They 
experienced signs and wonders. Their worship 
was off the charts. They had a dynamite minis-
try to those in need. They had joyful fellowship 
(today, that is even possible via online gather-
ings). And the community had such a favorable 
view of them that the Lord was able to add to 
their membership daily.

What’s the key to a vibrant, growing church 
community? When hearts, minds and spirits are 
focused on Jesus, He will provide the winning 
strategy! Our only hope of harmony resides in 
Him.

FOCUS IS THE KEY TO MINISTRY
By,
Mary Wright
Prayer Team/Online Pastor

They devoted 
themselves to 
the apostles’ 
teaching and to the 
fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread 
and to prayer.

Acts 2:42 (NIV)

PRAYER STARTER
“Heavenly Father, help us to focus on Jesus – on His model for 
ministry and His love for others. Turn our focus from self to the 
mission field You have given us. Open us up to the blessings You 
want to pour into Your church.”
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In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s miraculous preg-
nancy with John the Baptist, the angel Gabriel was 
dispatched on perhaps the most important mission 
in his “angelic career” to a young maiden by the 
name of Mary. The Annunciation was a monumen-
tal event in our Christian faith.  Gabriel the Archan-
gel comes to Mary (perhaps about 15 years old) and 
they have a very interesting conversation. There is 
a process that Luke takes us through from saluta-
tion to trepidation, from trepidation to questions, 
from questions to answers and finally surrender to 
God’s purposes.   How this could be was a legitimate 
question to the Angel Gabriel, for surely even at her 
young age, she knew how children were conceived.  
Mary received no rebuke from the angel and after 
hearing the explanation she said behold the maid-
servant of the Lord!  In Luke 1:18-20 Zechariah said, 
How can I know this?—Mary says, How can this be? 
Zechariah asks for more evidence; Mary asks for an 
explanation. Thus Zechariah receives a rebuke for 
his unbelief but Gabriel explains the “immaculate 
conception” to Mary and she says be it done to me 
according to Thy word. 

No less a miracle is the “new birth” when the Holy 
Spirit overshadows the repentant sinner and we re-
ceive a new nature. Whatever challenges you are 
facing this season, remember that God specializes in 
things called impossible. He does not mind us asking 
“how” as long as our heart is open and we say “be 
it done to me according to your word”.  This is the 
surrender that is the key to receiving miracles from 
God.  For with God nothing shall be impossible!

How Can This Be?
How could this be to a maiden so low?

Nothing’s impossible with God that I know.
No other message was ever so grand

And it soon would be known o’er all the land.
Favor with God upon a maiden so pure

The desire of nations, the promise made sure.
He would be mighty in word and in deed
Not born of Adam but God’s Holy Seed.

How could this be, for Mary knew not a man
Nothing’s impossible with God, for He can.

Yes, Mary was favored, yet so you and I
How can this be, that we’re born from on high?

- Mike O’Brien

WITH GOD NOTHING SHALL BE IMPOSSIBLE
Devotional & Poem by,

Mike O’Brien

The Birth of Jesus Foretold - Luke 1:26-38  

26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged 
to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, 
“Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.”

29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not 
be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32 He 
will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will 
reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.”

34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”

35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one 
to be born will be called[a] the Son of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was 
said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word from God will ever fail.”

38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her.
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Saturday, December 19

Christians around the world will be singing “O Come, All Ye Faithful” during the Advent 
season.  The chorus of this hymn is especially beautiful with altos holding the long note 
while the other voices sing, “O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.”  What a perfect time 
of year to use the word adore.  The focus is on Jesus, Emmanuel, God with us in human flesh.  
Singing seems like an entirely appropriate response expressing love and adoration.

The verb to adore means more than simply to love.  The Latin verb adorare illustrates why: 
it combines the prefix ad (“to, toward”) with the verb orare (“to pray”).  To adore the Christ 
child means to pray to him, to approach him in a posture of prayer.  

What does this adoring prayer look like? It looks like the Olympic runner Eric Liddell feeling 
God’s pleasure when he ran.  It looks like God smiling at the little drummer boy playing his 
best for him.  It looks like you and I using our gifts and talents unreservedly to the approval 
and delight God and God alone.

Are we doing that which we were created to do?   Will we adore him by making every day a 
living prayer of adoration?  As we sing the chorus of “O Come All Ye Faithful” in church and 
at home, let’s remember to approach the throne of grace this season in full and complete 
adoration toward Christ the Lord.

O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL
By,
Julie Anne Herrick
Deacon

When the angels 
had left them and 
gone into heaven, 
the shepherds said 
to one another, 
“Let’s go to Beth-
lehem and see this 
thing that has hap-
pened, which the 
Lord has told us 
about.”

Luke 2:15 3:22-23
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Have you ever noticed the different ways people open presents? The “fast and furious” moves 
from one gift to the other barely stopping to notice what they’ve unwrapped before looking for 
the next gift. Always expectant, the opener doesn’t worry about if the next gift will come, but only 
when. 

Or perhaps you’ve observed the “orderly and controlled.” This person makes sure all previous gifts 
and wrapping paper are put away properly before unwrapping the next gift with care and preci-
sion. They extend their time aware that most good things eventually come to an end. However, 
they’re determined to control when and how.  

If you’re like me, you can probably relate to one or both of these types of gift openers. This Christ-
mas I’ve been pondering how I approach God’s gifts to me. Do I move quickly from one to the next, 
barely stopping for gratitude, but always expecting that more gifts will come? Or do I maintain 
control either in fear that I am not worthy of the gift or that there is a limit of God’s goodness to 
me? 

In Luke, God gives us two examples of what to do with a gift from God. The shepherds ran telling 
everyone and praising God. While Mary, “treasured up all these things and pondered them in her 
heart.” Their responses to Jesus’ birth show us how to share and savor gifts from God. When we 
share God’s good gifts with others, His kingdom is multiplied. On the other hand, taking time to 
ponder God’s goodness and express gratitude for what He has done expands our awareness of 
God’s love for us and deepens are love for Him, drawing us into a more intimate relationship with 
the Father. 

May we all learn to share and savor God’s gifts this season. 

SHARE & SAVOR 
By,
Rosemary Jones
Breathe Women’s Coordinator
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Thomas said to 
Jesus, “Lord, we 
do not know 
where you are 
going. How can 
we know the 
way?” Jesus 
answered, “I am 
the Way and 
the Truth and 
the Life; no one 
comes to the 
Father except 
by (through) 
Me.”

John 14:5-6

By,
Darren Keithley
Family PastorROBES FOR RAGS

God the Son left Heaven to come to earth, not as a king or ruler, but born to common girl 
Mary and her carpenter husband, Joseph. Why? Why would Jesus trade robes for rags? Why 
would Jesus trade wealth for poverty? There is no hunger, pain, sorrow, heartbreak, and 
thirst in heaven, so why come to a world to experience them?

Many people today echo Thomas’ question, How can we know the Way? Not a path, but The 
Way. Jesus, The Way is also the Truth, and the Life. And how can the One who is Life, come 
to die? Jesus, Life died, to live again, and destroy death in perfect victory. And in Life, we die 
to live again (1 Corinthians 15:31; Luke 9:23). Knowing the Way is knowing Jesus Christ. But 
it will cost us to know Him...

There is a fine line between warfare and worship. There is a war between my selfish nature 
and walking in the Spirit of Christ (Romans 7:21-23). It is the difference between living for 
self and living a life of worship because we become what we worship. Can I come like a 
humble shepherd to the manger of God and worship my Savior? Can I come like a wise man 
and know there is One greater than myself, bow down, and worship my Savior? 

Jesus became the Way when there seemed to be no way. To answer the question, “why did 
the Lord leave Heaven?” is simply answered in a hymn of worship, “Why did my Savior come 
to earth, And to the humble go? Why did He choose a lowly birth? Because He loved me so!”
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Advent is a season of preparation. The four candles of the Advent wreath remind us 
that we are to prepare in hope, with Faith, for Peace, and with expectant Joy. We are 
not preparing for Jesus’ birth…but his triumphal return! The Advent season reminds us 
that God sent his Son to be the light of the World…and that he is coming again.

As a real person, I need to set reminders for myself. The alarm clock, my daily schedule, 
even the kitchen timer to know when dinner is ready. Without these resetting 
reminders, many important things can go undone or forgotten. 

The Advent season is that reminder for us. To refocus us on Jesus’ command to keep 
watch. We need to remain in Hope. Hopeful not that he will return because that is 
assured, but in the hope that those who don’t know him will come to see him as Savior. 
We also need to remain in Faith. Knowing that God’s word is truth, and in the sharing 
of that truth in our words, our deeds, and the full witness that is our life, we can bear 
witness to the greatness that is God. We need to pray for Peace. The peace that comes 
with knowing Christ and that our salvation is at hand. We can be the peace to those in 
our lives who need it, the peace that comes only from God. 

Joy can seem impossible at times, living in this fallen world. But this isn’t the Joy 
celebration for today, but the joy that comes from knowing that despite our present 
suffering we have a future, a future in the presence of the King… Joy in knowing that 
our salvation is real and that we are loved.

PREPARE & KEEP WATCH
By,
Jason Bird
Church Administrator

Therefore keep 
watch, because 
you do not know 
on what day 
your Lord will 
come. 

Matthew 24:42
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Virginia O’Rear, my grandmother on my father’s side, 
is a woman who personifies hope. Her life hasn’t 
been easy. She’s raised four Jesus following children 
amidst little income, tragically lost one to a cult who 
later took his life, and navigated the waters of being 
married to a man with a profound case of depres-
sion.

If you had the privilege to talk with her, she would 
tell you without hesitation that Jesus is the singu-
lar source of her hope. She would tell you that life’s 
struggles take a backseat to the persistant, unchang-
ing, immutable hope found through a relationship 
with Christ. Her hope is not pristine and pretty - 
laced with fairy dust; no, it is rough, well-worn, and 
gritty. It is the hope that has had years to mature 
and harden. This hope is defined by a resolute, un-
wavering hold on something that has happened and 
will happen.

As we navigate our own difficult season amidst this 
pandemic, let us remember who God was, who He is, 
and who He will be. 

Let us remember a God who created us, and despite 
our sin, loved us so much that He never gave up on 
us. He bankrupted heaven by sending His sinless son 
Jesus to take upon our sin and die to sepate our sin 
from us as far as the east is from the west. And last 
but not least, let us remember the promise of vic-
tory and everlasting life free from tears and pain in 
heaven. 

During Advent we acknowledge the tension we live 
in – Jesus has already come and destroyed the pow-
er of death and sin, yet we are still waiting for His 
return to make all things new. But our waiting is not 
aimless! In the midst of life’s struggles, we wait with 
hope and expectancy.

May we be a people whose hope is matured and 
hardened, resolute and unwavering.

“Great is Thy faithfulness, “ O God my Father,
There is no shadow of turning with Thee;
Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not
As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be.

THE GOD WHO WAS AND IS 
AND IS TO COME

By,
Matt O’Rear
Worship Pastor

Because of the 
Lord’s great 
love we are not 
consumed, for 
his compassions 
never fail. 
They are new 
every morning; 
great is your 
faithfulness.

Lamentations 
3:22-23
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One of my all time favorite Christmas carols is 
“O Holy Night.” I look forward to hearing it every 
Christmas season. I was thinking about it again 
this year, and discovered the most stunning dis-
ruptive line, “And the soul felt it’s worth.”

I don’t know that this happens a great deal at 
Christmas. You hear a Christmas carol, see a 
manger scene in someone’s yard, your attention 
is turned for a moment to the nativity of Jesus 
– does it naturally follow in that moment that 
your soul feels it’s worth? Why not?

I think it’s because we celebrate Christmas in a 
vacuum.

We do our best to turn our attentions to Jesus. 
We meditate on his coming, the circumstances, 
the gift. In all of that it’s so easy to forget the 
reason he came.

Christmas is a rescue. God coming to rescue us. 
It is an act of humility, love, and sacrifice unpar-
alleled in the history of the world but it doesn’t 
take place in a vacuum. The act is not primarily 
to show the greatness of God. It does show his 
greatness but the act has a fierce intention to 
it. The object of this act is you and me. The pur-
pose is our rescue and restoration, to bring us 
back to God. It reminds us how much we matter 
to God.

Something profound takes place in the soul of a 
person when they know they matter. When peo-

ple know they are prized it changes them. There 
no longer any room for fear in the relationship. 
They know they are loved and it evokes love in 
return. Someone who is rescued has a deep and 
profound gratitude to the rescuer. “You would 
do this for me?”

Christmas is the most stunning rescue story of 
all time. Under the cover of night, in a remote 
village in Palestine, in a world held captive by 
the dark prince, God comes to earth as a human 
being. A little boy. He invades the human race 
in order to rescue the human race. Satan is fu-
rious, he lashes out desperately to try and stop 
the invasion but God cannot be stopped. He will 
ransom and restore his beloved. The beauty of 
the act cannot be adequately expressed.

What are we to think of the ones God would go 
to such lengths to rescue? How precious they 
must be. They must be worth a great deal to 
him. Inestimable worth. Which is exactly why 
the soul felt its worth. At least, that ought to be 
the effect Christmas has upon us. 

I think this will help us to celebrate Christmas 
for what it is – as a daring rescue. In the context 
of love. I think it will allow us to be stunned at 
the way God goes about doing things. To fall in 
love again with His amazing heart. To allow our-
selves to experience some deep shift in our soul, 
as we come to feel our worth. 

Merry Christmas!

AND THE SOUL FELT ITS WORTH
By,
Ben Jamison
Senior Pastor


